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1. General Overview  
 

dev \ efor is the visual studio plug-in that helps you monitor your development progress. 

While you are actively using your visual studio development environment, dev \ efor  monitors 

your development progress and stores information in your local machine and process ŘŀǘŀΩǎ to 

let you know about your development efforts &  code metrics and the trend of these values 

while you were working on your projects. 

With dev \ efor you can: 

 Calculate project / solution based software metrics. 

 See the trend of your software metrics. 

 Check out how much actual effort you spent during working on projects. 

 Query these ŘŀǘŀΩǎ for custom & friendly time intervals. 

 Export these ŘŀǘŀΩǎ to an Excel 2007 file. ( .xlsx ) 

 Save chart images to an image file. (.png) 

 

2. dev \  efor System Requirements  
 

dev \ efor requires different system requirements for different editions for Visual Studio. 

While running installation process, dev \ efor installer will let you know what needs to be 

installed before installing dev \ efor. 

General requirements for dev \  efor  is: 

 Microsoft Windows XP or Vista  

 Microsoft Visual Studio 2005 or 2008 

 2Ghz processor 

 1+GB Ram 

Possible requirements for some editions of Visual Studio are: 

 Microsoft FxCop 1.36 

 

 

 



 

 

3. Installation and Startup  
 

After you download dev \ efor, run deveforSetup.msi file and follow the instructions in order to 

complete the installation successfully. 

The installer will let you know about missing libraries and installer will direct you to the 

download page of necessary setup files. Download and setup necessary installations and re-run 

dev \ efor installer. 

After dev \ efor is installed, run Visual Studio. You will see the dev \ efor tab. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

4. Tour of dev \  efor  tab  
 

At dev \ efor tab, you will see a couple of icons which are: 

 Show Chart icon generates necessary charts in order to provide the results of your 

query. 

 Refresh Fields icon re-initializes the open projects that are currently open in your Visual 

Studio IDE to let you select which project or Solution to generate necessary charts. 

 Clear Fields icon resets all the parameter fields in the dev \ efor tab. 

 Export to Excel icon simply exports chart data to an Excel 2007 (.xlsx ) file. 

 Information icon shows the generic information about dev \ efor. 

 

At dev \ efor tab, you will see some combo box fields so that you can query about your projects 

which are: 

 Project combo box lets you choose the project that is 

currently open in your Visual Studio IDE. You can either select a project, or you can select the 

entire solution to generate desired charts. 



 Metric Kind combo box lets you choose the metric 

which you desire to generate necessary charts. 

  

 Time interval lets you choose the desired interval to 

query the get the necessary charts. You can choose friendly time intervals, or you can select 

custom interval to query results for your project. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



5. Tour of dev \  efor chart  
 

This release of dev \ efor has some additional features related to nPlot charting component. We 

moved from JFreeChart to NPlot in order to get rid of Visual J# dependency and to make dev\efor 

charting features to be more interactive. Here goes the detail: 

 

 

On the Y axis, you will see the metric type measured for that particular project or solution and 

you will see the values. 

On the X axis, you will see the date values you picked from the Time Interval combo box. 

On the left-bottom corner, you will see the legend which has the name of the project and its 

related color in the chart.  

When you click show chart, you will see the values if you have been working on a certain project 

or solution. In order to see the trend, you should have more than 1 successful build in an hour 

time period. If you have multiple builds in an hour time period, we assume the latest successful 

build is the valid for that hour period. 

 For instance: If you have a successful build at 12:30, we will take that point in time which lies 

between 12:00 ς 13:00 as valid measure. If you have another successful build at 12:45, then the 

valid measure values between 12:00 to 13:00 are the values measured at 12:45. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In this version, you will be able to see the actual successful build time by simply moving your 

mouse pointer to the point at the trend. 

 

Remember: Metric values are measured only when you have a successful build. 

Another feature is, by holding left-click, moving your mouse left or right will enable zoom in or 

out features inside the chart to navigate a generalized or detail view of your trend. You must click 

on the date strip as seen on arrows below for this operation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In addition to that, you can navigate through dates by simply holding left click and moving your 

mouse left or right. 

 

 

By Right clicking on the chart, you will see the menu which will help you to do certain operations  

 

Save As Image: Storing chart trend in an PNG file. 

Export to Excel (Office 2007): Storing trend values and chart in an Excel 2007 file (XLSX). 

Actual Size: If you perform zoom in-out or navigated through ŘŀǘŜΩǎ operation, you can get back 

to original query by clicking Actual Size. 

6. Troubleshooting  
 

If you have any problems using dev \ efor, please check that Microsoft FxCop v1.36 is installed 

and working properly. To do so, navigate the Tools menu from Visual Studio IDE and select 

Options. 



 

 

 



Locate the dev \ efor from the tree view on the left and make sure that Microsoft FxCop 1.36 has 

been detected on the system. 

 

 

If you still experience problems, please fill the support form located at 

www.devefor.com/support/contact and let support team know the problem you are experiencing. 

Thank you for installing dev \ efor aƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǳǎƛƴƎ  

dev \ efor.  Join our community located at www.devefor.com/community 

 

 

http://www.devefor.com/support/contact
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